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1
LIMITED RANGE TRAINING PROJECTILE

GOVERNMENTAL INTEREST

The invention described herein may be manufac-
tured, used and licensed by or for the government for
Governmental purposes without the payment of any
royalty thereon.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Many military training facilities do not have sufficient
real estate to accomodate the range of standard ammu-
nition, yet they are required to provide army personnel
with realistic training. Frequently, because of the range
limitation training rounds are chosen which have a
limited range. It is desirable to have the training ammu-
nition ballistically match the standard ammunition to
the maximum range of interest. It is also important to
have the training round similar in appearance and rela-
tively inexpensive to manufacture.

The problem with prior art training rounds was that
they failed to ballistically match the service round, to
provide realistic training, and were too expensive to
manufacture. The desirable maximum range of a kinetic
energy training round is 8,000 meters at 10 degrees
quadrant elevation. The prior art training round used
with a M724A1, a spin stabilized projectile which is
fired from a 105 mm rifled barrel at a muzzle velocity of
about 5050 ft/s. The maximum range at 10 degrees
quadrant elevation is about 11,000 meters compared to
the desired range of 8,000 meters. Because the M724A1
is a higher drag projectile than the standard fin stabi-
lized projectile it has to be launched at a higher muzzle
velocity so that the drag differential between the two
projectiles could be compensated for. Consequently,
the range of ballistic match was insufficient for realistic
training.

Another type of prior art training projectile was the
XM0901, which is basically a flare stabilized projectile
having holes along the flare section. The holes are de-
signed to attain a choked flow phenomenon at a prede-
termined mach number and range. After choked flow is
achieved, the drag of the projectile will increase and the
range will be limited. The problem with this prior art
design is that it is expensive to manufacture and not
particularly efficient. The XM901 matches the service
round to about 2,000 meters, but not the service round
effective range of 3,000 meters.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a limited range train-
ing projectile which can be used at any military training
facility which does not have sufficient real estate to
accomodate the range of standard ammunition, yet is
required to provide realistic training including ballistic
match.

An object of the present invention is to provide a
limited range training projectile which can be designed
to closely match a service round ballistic performance
at less than maximum range of the service round.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
a limited range training projectile which ballistically
matches a service round launched from a rifled barrel
gun.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
a limited range training projectile to closely match the
ballistic performance of a service round, wherein the
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training projectile will undergo a spin yaw resonance
instability at or near a predetermined range.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
an inexpensive limited range training projectile to
closely match a service round’s effective trajectory.

A further object of the present invention is to provide
a limited range training projectile having a two slot
with flare combination design which undergoes spin
yaw resonance instability at or near a predetermined
range.

For a better understanding of the present invention,
together with other and further objects thereof, refer-
ence is made to the following descriptions taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings.

Brief Description of the Drawings

FIG. 1is a plan view of a two-strake fin limited range
projectile.

FIG. 2 is a top view of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a right-hand side view of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a plan view of a two-slot flare limited range
projectile.

FIG. § is a top view of FIG. 4.

FIG. 6 is a right-hand side view of FIG. 4.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

Referring now to FIGS. 1, 2 and 3 the projectile has
a cylindrical body member 10 with a conically shaped
front end 12 and a rear end assembly 14 which is com-
prised of two diametrically disposed fin members 16 and
16’ (which are hereinafter reffered to as ‘*‘strakes”)
which are fixedly attached to a (truncated) conically
shaped flare member 18, (which geometrically is termed
a “frustrum’’) having its forward narrow end 20 fixedly
attached to the body member rear end 22.

Referring now to FIGS. 4, § and 6 the projectile has
a similar shaped cylindrical body member 10’ and coni-
cally shaped front end 12’ as shown in FIGS. 1, 2 and 3.
A rear end assembly 24 comprises a (truncated) coni-
cally shaped flare segment member 26 and 26" having
two diametrically opposed (truncated) conically shaped
slots 28 and 28’ (of different dimensions to 26 and 26")
symetrically disposed therein. In operation the two-
strake or two-slot flare limited range training projectiles
shown in FIGS. 1-3 and 4-6 respectively are designed
to closely match the standard round to 3,000 meters and
has a maximum range that does not exceed 8,000 meters.
These training rounds can be designed to match any
projectile that is launched from a rifled barrel. The
flares 18 and 28, 28’ of the two strakes and two flare
designs, respectively, contribute neutral stability to the
projectile in the plane containing the strakes and static
stability perpendicular to the plane containing the slots.
The two strakes 16, 16’ and the two flare segments 26,
26’ provide planar stability. The (truncated) conically
shaped flare portion 18 combined with the strakes 16,
16’ provide static stability in the plane perpendicular to
that containing the strakes for the design of FIGS. 1-3.
At launch, at which time the projectile is subject to a
high spin rate, the flares 18 and 26, 26’ provide statically
stable flight since the spin rate is higher than the yaw
rate. As the projectile spin rate decays with the range, a
coning motion will start to grow. Since at low spin rate,
the strake or two-slot flare does not contribute to stabil-
ity over increasing portion of the yaw cycle. The spin
yaw resonance instability phenomenon will occur at a
predetermined range causing the projectile to be subject
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to high drag and unstable flight. In this manner the and stabilizing means formed from a cone which is
projectiles of both designs, have maximum ranges truncated to form a first cone-shaped frustrum
which are greatly limited. having a circular base of a first base diameter and a
While a specific embodiment of the invention has circular top of a first top diameter, wherein the said
been shown and described in detail to illustrate the 5 first cone-shaped frustrum is thence cut to form

application of the principles of the invention, it will be
understood that the invention may be embodied other-
wise without departing from such principles.

notch-like slots therein such that, within the region
of the slots only, the outer conical surface of said
first cone-shaped frustrum thereafter follow the

We cla.qu: .. L . conical surface of a second coaxial cone-shaped
1. A limited range training projectile which com- 10 . . T
prises: frustrum, having a second base diameter which is

less than said first base diameter, and a second top

lindrical d ber; . . .
a cylindrically shaped body member; diameter which is substantially equal to said first

a conically shaped front end member operatively

attached to said body member; top diameter, said slots extending over only a por-
spin dampening and stabilizing means attached to the 15 tion of the height of said first cone-shaped frus-

rear end of said body member for giving said pro- trum. ) o

jectile stability at high spin rate and for inducing 2. The projectile of claim 1 wherein said slots com-

spin yaw resonance instability at low spin rate, prise two symmetrically opposite, equal-sized, essen-

subjecting said projectile to high drag, unstable tially vertical cuts in the conical surface perimeter of

flight at a predetermined range, and limiting said 20 said first cone-shaped frustrum.

projectile maximum range, said spin dampening L
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